RECORD COMMISSION (IRELAND). 



RETU RN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 9 February 186 6 ;— -/or, 

RETURN “ of all Manuscripts, Historical or Legal, edited and prepared, 
or partially prepared, for Publication by the Irish Record Commissioners, 
or any other Persons employed by Government for that purpose, to the 
1st day of January 1865 ; specifying the Nature and Character of each 
Manuscript 

“ And, similar Return to the 1st day of January 1866.” 



SCHEDULE. 

Rolls Office - .- -.-.-.1 

Keeper of the Records in the Record Tower, Dublin Castle - 1 

Secretary to the Brehon Laws Commission - - - - 5 



ROLLS OFFICE. 



Rolls Office, Four Courts, Dublin, 16 February 1866. 

None of the manuscripts prepared by the Record Commissioners are in this office; 
having been, as I am informed, deposited in the Record Tower, Dublin Castle. 

Mr. Morrin prepared for publication a calendar of the first eight years of James I., and 
-a calendar of two or three years of Charles I., in continuation of the volume of the 
callendar of the Rolls of Charles I. published by him, which terminates at the end of the 7th 
,and 8 th years Charles I. These papers were forwarded to the Treasury, for the inspection 
of the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, on the 7th March I 860 , where 
they still remain. 

The Record Commissioners were printing and preparing for publication, when the Com- 
mission came to an end, the calendars of Henry VIII. and James I. Of the former they 
had printed 24 pages, of which there are in sheets in this office 12 perfect copies in folio, 
and some imperfect copies ; and of the latter they had printed 14 years, of which there 
are a number of sheets in folio in this office ; but a perfect copy could not be procured out 
of these sheets. 

John Reilly, D. K.r. 



KEEPER OF THE RECORDS IN THE RECORD TOWER, 
DUBLIN CASTLE. 



Sir, Record Tower, Dublin Castle, 15 February 1866. 

The Return which I enclose embodies all the information I possess on the subject of 
the manuscripts in my charge, “ edited and prepared, or partially prepared for publication 
by the Irish Record Commissioners, or any other persons employed by Government for 
that purpose, to the 1st day January 1866.” Since the date of this return there has not 
been any addition made to the edited or prepared collection of MSS. in my department. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) J. Bernard Burke , Ulster. 

Major General Sir Thomas A. Larcom, k. c. b. 
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RETURN concerning MSS. of Record Commissioners of Ireland , &c. 



The Manuscripts, historical and legal, edited and prepared, or partially prepared for 
publication by the Irish Record Commissioners, or any other persons employed by 
Government for that purpose, to the 1st day of January 1865, now in my charge as Keeper 
of the Records in the Record Tower, Dublin Castle, are as follows : 

I. 

Manuscripts which seem to have been prepared with a view to publication, or, at all 
events, are nearly in a state that might be printed from. 

1. Statutes of Ireland, commencing 53 Henry III., ending 7 Henry VII., in 

8 Vols. folio, bound; fairly transcribed. 

2. A Repertory to the Inquisitions preserved in the Office of the Rolls of 

Chancery : 

Munster, 13 Vols. folio; fair transcribed. t 

Connaught, 2 Vols. ; Galway, Leitrim, and Mayo. 

The Inquisitions of Leinster and Ulster preserved in the Rolls Office of 
Chancery have been printed and published in one folio volume for each 
province — Leinster in 1826, Ulster in 1829: those for Munster and Con- 
naught have not been printed. 

3. Transcripts of the Inquisitions of the Court of Exchequer preserved 

in the Office of the Chief Remembrancer : 

Ulster, 1 Vol. ; fair transcribed. 

Leinsti r, 9 Vols. ; fair transcribed. 

Munster, 3 Vols. ; fair transcribed. 

Connaught, 2 Vols. ; Galway, Leitrim, Roscommon, and Sligo. 

The Inquisitions of Galway, Leitrim, Roscommon, and Sligo, have only 
been partially prepared for press. 

No calendar of the Inquisitions preserved in the Exchequer has been 
printed or published. 

4. Deeds, Wills, and Instruments appearing upon the Inquisitions Post Mortem 

in the Roll’s Office, 30 Vols. folio, bound. 

In the Transcripts of the Inquisitions blanks have been left wherever 
any deed or will was set forth ; and these latter instruments have been 
transcribed at full length in these volumes. 

5. Deeds, Wills, and Instruments appearing upon the Inquisitions Post Mortem 

in the Office of the late Chief Remembrancer of the Exchequer, 12 Vols. folio, 
bound. 

The same observations as made under 4, apply to these transcripts. 

6. Transcripts of the Memoranda Rolls preserved in the Office of the late 

Chief Remembrancer, commencing 28 Edward I., and ending 24 Henry VII., 
43 Vols. folio, bound ; fairly transcribed, and such as might be printed from. 

7. Fair Transcripts, in loose sheets, of the Exchequer Memoranda Rolls of 

the Reigns of Richard II., Henry IV., Henry V., and Henry VI., apparently 
part of the series of those Records contained in the 43 folio Vols. above described. 

8. Calendar of the Plea Rolls in Bermingham Tower, commencing 36 

Henry III., ending, 31 Edward II., 20 Vols. folio, bound. 

9. Acta Regia Hibernica of the Reign of James I., complete in 7 Vols. folio, bound. 

10. Calendar of Decrees of the Court of Exchequer, commencing in 1624, 

and ending in the year 1804; 23 folio Vols., bound; fairly transcribed. 

11. State and Revenue of the Bishoprick and Diocese of Meatii, certified 

to the ^Commissioners appointed to inquire into the whole state of the Kingdom, 
both civil and ecclesiastical, bearing date 20 March, 19 James I., a.d. 1622, 
by James, Bishop of Meath ; also, model of Unions intended in the diocese of 
Meath, with a state of the diocese of Meath, delivered to the Lords Justices by 
Anthony, Lord Bishop of Meath, dated 23 October 1693; 1 Vol. folio, bound; 
fair transcribed. 

12. Fair Transcripts, on loose sheets, and marked outside, “ Copy of Regal 

Visitation Book,” 1615 to 1633. It includes the dioceses of Dublin, Derry, 
Ossory, Ferns, Leighlin, Tuam, Ardagh and Elphin. 

13. Lists 
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13. Lists of Mayors, Recorders, and Sovereigns, Bailiffs, Sheriffs, 

Town Clerks, and Provosts of the towns Athlone, Carrickfergus, Cashel, 
Charlemont, Clonmel, Coleraine, Cork, Dublin, Dundalk and Galway, Kil- 
kenny, Kinsale, Limerick, Londonderry, Newross, Strabane and Trim, Water- 
ford, Wexford and Youghal, in one volume folio, entitled “ Analysis of the 
Bundles of Papers respecting successions to Corporate Offices in Ireland the 
earliest about 1711, the latest about 1816. 

14. Transcripts of some Orders and Public Declarations from the Books 

of the Council for the Affairs of Ireland in the time of the Commonwealth, 
marked outside, “ State Papers, temp. O. Cromwell;” 1 folio Vol., bound. 

15. Repertory of a Roll, endorsed “ Lord Chancellor Ely’s Proceedings,” 

in the Rolls Office in 1636 and 1637, with an Index of Names and Places [and 
in same Volume 

Repertory of Answers, without date, in the Rolls Office] ; 1 folio Vol., bound. 



II. 

Manuscripts which seem to have been partially prepared for publication, or to have 
been in course of preparation. 

1. Repertory to the Decree Rolls in Chancery, 34 Henry VIII. to 1815 ; 

9 Vols. folio, bound. 

2. Index Nominum to Repertory to same 10 Vols. folio, bound. 

3. Index Locorum to same, 11 Vols. folio, bound. 

4. Patent Roll of Chancery of the 38th & 39th of Elizabeth, 1 Vol. folio ; fair tran- 

scribed ; marked outside, “ Rot. Pat. Calendarium, Elizabeth 1596-1597, Tom. 7.” 

This single volume, the only volume of Patent Rolls of Chancery of the 
reign of Queen Elizabeth in my custody, appears to.be a transcript, not 
a calendar, of the Patents, &c. on the Roll above mentioned. 

5. Ten Portfolios, containing loose Manuscripts: — 

No. 1. Transcripts from the Memoranda Rolls, Patent and. Plea 
Rolls, of grants and entries of public interest and historical import- 
ance - - - in the reign of Edward II. 

No. 2. Ditto - - ditto - in the reign of Edward III. 

No. 3. Ditto - - ditto - - in the reigns of Henry IV. and Henry V. 

No. 4. Ditto - - ditto - - in the reign of Henry VI. 

No. 5. Ditto - - ditto - - in the reign of Edward VI. 

No. 6. Ditto - - ditto - in the reign of Philip & Mary. 

No. 7. Portions of the reigns of Edward II., Richard II., Henry VI., Edward IV., 

Henry VII., Edward VI., Philip & Mary, Charles, James I., and Anne. 

Nos. 8 & 9. Portions of the reign of Elizabeth, containing a vast mass of papers 
of her reign. 

No. 10. Transcripts of the Patent Roll, 15 & 16 James I. 

6. Eleven Bundles, containing a vast mass of transcripts from the Patent 

Rolls, apparently a part of the Acta Regia Hibernica, partly transcribed 

for the press, but in such a state of confusion as to render it quite impossible to 

classify them without a lengthened examination : 

In the supplement to the 8th Report of the Record Commissioners of 
1810 will be found the scheme of the Commissioners for the publication 
of their Acta Regia Hibernica (or an Irish “ Rymer’s Fcedera”). They 
classed the instruments to be transcribed under the three heads of, Civil, 

Ecclesiastical, and Military Affairs ; Civil Affairs they distributed under 
Five heads : 

1st. Correspondence between the English and Irish Governments. 

2d. Proclamations. 

3d. Charters to Cities and other Public Bodies. _ 

4th. Grants to Corporations and to Public Functionaries. 

5th. Documents relating to Fiscal and Commercial Subjects. 

In the selection and transcription of documents under the 4th and 5th 
heads, the Commissioners state that they had so far proceeded as to have 
selected and transcribed, of Charters of Incorporation and Privileges to 
C ities, enough to fill 25 folio volumes, which, it would seem from their 
15th Annual Report, they caused to be arranged and indexed ; but these 
volumes are not now to be found in this depository. 
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la the same Report, the Commissioners state that, among the collections 
from the Records which they were ordered to prepare fair transcripts of 
for the press, they had selected articles from the Patent, Close, Memoranda 
and Plea Rolls: and it would -seem probable that the transcripts in these 
portfolios were part of this latter selection. 



III. 

There are also in my custody MS. volumes compiled by the late John Lodge, which I 
think it right to enumerate, although they do not strictly fall within the terms of the Order 
of the House. 

Lodge’s Unpublished Manuscripts. 

I. Records of the Rolls : 

Vol. I. Grants of Lands. Deeds, &c., from the reign of King Edward II. to the 
reign of King James I. 

Vols. II., III., and IV. Grants of lands, &c., by King James I. 

Vols. V. VI. Grants of lands, leases, deeds, &c., by King Charles I. 

Vol. VII. Grants of lands, fairs, markets, leases and deeds, by King Charles II. 

Vol. VIII. Grants of lands, fairs, markets, leases and deeds, by King Charles II. 
and King James II., and grants of lands by virtue of the Commission of 
Grace dated at Westminster 19 March 1683-4. 

Vol. IX. Grants of lands, leases, and deeds, in the reign of King William III. 
the trustees’ deeds of the forfeiture of 1688, and grants of lands, leases, and 
deeds, in the reign of Queen Anne. 

Vol. X. Deeds, leases, &c., in the reigns of King George I. and King George II. 

Vols. XI., XII, and XIII. Lands and other hereditaments, granted by letters 
patent of King Charles II., in virtue of the Acts of Settlement and Explana- 
tion. 

An additional volume, being an “ Index to the foregoing volumes, of names and 
matters to the Abstract of all the inrolments of lands, deeds, and other matters 
of property remaining of record in the Rolls Office of the High Court of 
Chancery, and in Bermingham Tower, from the reign of King Edward I. 
to the 31st of King George II., faithfully made and contained in 13 volumes.” 

II. A MS. volume, being a repertory of cc Grants of all the fairs and markets which 

are inrolled in the Rolls of Chancery, Ireland, down to 1773.” 

III. A MS. volume of miscellaneous enrolments, matters relating to Counties Palatine 

or district liberties in Ireland. 

IV. Two MS. volumes of wardships, liveries, pardons, and alienations. 

V. A MS. volume called “ Orders for Payments,” Council office, Letter A. 

VI. A MS. volume. An alphabetical list of the members of the society of King’s 

Inns, from the restoration of the society in 1607 to about 1771. 

VII. A MS. volume of indentures or articles of agreement between the chief governors 

of Ireland and several Irish chieftains. 

Denizations, General Pax-dons, Commissions, and Pensions. 

VIII. AMS. volume of Transcripts of State Papers relating to Ireland, from the Patent 

Rolls of Henry VIII., Edward VI., Philip & Mai-y, and Elizabeth, down to 
1569. 

IX. A MS. volume ; an alphabetical list of converts. 

J. Bernard Burke, Ulstei-, 

Keeper of the Records in the Record Tower, 
Dublin Castle, 16 May 1865. Dublin Castle. 
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SECRETARY TO THE BREHON LAWS COMMISSION. 



Under the superintendence of the Brehon Law Commission, the following manuscripts 
were partially prepared for publication, on the 31st of January 1864. 

I. — MSS. in Library of T. C. D. 

E. 3. 5, pp. 1. 60. 

This is a folio volume of about 100 pages, written on vellum, apparently about the year 
1400 A. D. It seems, to be made up of three different books. The part transcribed and 
translated consists of 20. pages of very large folio, treating of Brehon laws, and 40 pages 
of smaller size, containing laws of Cormac MacAirt (monarch of Ireland in the third 
century) on the same subject. 

It treats of fines paid for trespass committed by cattle in breaking fences : of lawful 
fences; of br’urghs; of fines for injuring, trees, and the four classes of trees for which fines 
were payable; of tines on men for. breaking closes or fences ; of commons ; of right of way 
through neighbours lands; of taking possession of land; of the manner in which females 
took lawful possession of land ; of the manner of commencing a suit ; of the succession of 
daughters to the property of their mothers ; of the succession of children to the father’s or 
mother’s. property ; of final appeal to the king; of various kinds of covenants; various 
axioms of law ; of impediments, to justice and law ; of various kinds of territories which 
the Brehons may or may not disturb ; of unlawful divisions of territory ; of the high per- 
sonages in a tribe ; of the election of a chieftain ; of unchaste widows ; of irrecoverable 
grants; of the duty of a prince in seasons of scarcity; of concubines'of various grades, and 
their sons; of the three persons, who cannot attain the dignity of chief; of the four per- 
sonages in a territory that may sink to insignificance ; of the duties and qualifications of a 
chieftain; of the qualifications of tribesmen, and how they forfeit their privileges ; different 
kinds of cattle trespass; of the ordeals in use in pagan times; of fines for trespass com- 
mitted m woods, rivers, meadows, &c:, together with various other matters of much interest 
as illustrating the social state of Ireland in ancient times. 

H. 2. 12. No. 8. 

Consists of ten leaves, of vellum, very small folio, written apparently in the style of the 
I5th century. It contains a good copy of The Dialogue of the Two Sages, with a copious 
gloss; also a tract, on the qualifications of the bards, their orders, &c. This latter part, 
though scarcely belonging to the Brehon Laws is particularly interesting to the student of 
ancient Irish prosody. A few pages, chiefly on the subject of the laws of distress, have 
been transcribed and. translated. . They contain a fragment of a pleading against an unjust 
distress. 

H. 2 , 15, jip. 11 — 86. 

, V0 ^ uine - is composed of various fragments, written principally on folio vellum, 
at afferent periods and by different hands. Its numbered pages are 381, but there is a 
lagment of a paper book, of octavo size, consisting of seven leaves, inserted between pages 
7 and 208. It contains several law tracts, and appears to be as old as the 14th century, 
h® p&rts transcribed and translated contain, amongst other maters— 

The laws of co-tenancy ; the rights and privileges of a tribe in a territory ; of punishment 
o vassals tor not fulfilling their duties to their superiors; of fines for injuries done to 
various persons, according to their rank and position ; of fines relating to women; of the 
swarming and flight of bees; of irrigation, millraces, &c. ; of fines for things given in 
p edge in case of their being lost ; of the dress of a king’s wife, a chief’s wife, &c. ; of 
regulations respecting various things given in pledge (a curious and. important tract); of 
tie refection supplied to the lord’s table. by his tributaries, and the fines for non-perform- 
ance of this, duty; of the mode of making malt, and testing its goodness; of wages and 
rewaids ; of the mutual duties of chiefs and vassals, and how the relation between them 
may terminate ; the law of matrimony, and the mutual duties of the different members of 
e amuy ; part of the Corus Bescua, treating of several kinds of contracts; of the mutual 
e a ions of Church and State; of those who can and cannot grant lands to the church; 
anec otes and historical tales ; a tract on the names, qualifications, stipends, &c., of the 

seven degrees of poets, &c. &c. . 

Seventy-six pages have been copied, and 50 translated. 

H. 2, 16. CoL 920—938. 

^ manus cript, of short folio size, except one small tract on paper, written in the 

year 17U0 a.d. It comprises various fragments of books written by different hands at 
rerent but not far distant periods, mostly in the 14th and 15th centuries. The MS. 
iT‘)nol 1E f' many, tracts of much value to the . historian. The portion transcribed and 
of thp ' co J lslsts i o: ^ about 18 columns, and contains part of a tract on the several grades 
Fileas or Potts ^ imperfect CC W of a work treating of the several orders of the 
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H. 3, 17. Col. 1—855. 

This is a vellum manuscript, partly octavo partly quarto, made up of various manuscripts 
bound together. It consists of 437 pages or 874 columns, numbered and marked by a 
modern hand in Arabic figures. It appears from a memorandum at the bottom of page 1, 
Sat TwS in 1666 the pfoperty of Dubbhaltach Mac Firb.sigh, the celebrated antiquary. 
It treats of the Senchus Mor, and has a copious gloss, giving the derivation and meaning 
of many of the most important words. Part of the Senchus Mor being the first portion 
of the law of distress” has been already published from another 
flppcribecl hereafter, with interpolations from H. 3, 1/. Ii. 3, 18, &c. i^esiaes tne Jaw 
of distress, the second portion of which is now going through the press, the voltime H. 

3 17 contains important tracts on the law of hostages or sureties , the law o 
fosterage (a yery curious tract tending to throw light on the social state of the country 
n v^r remote times); the law of free vassalage, explaining the relation between chief 
and free vassals; descriptions of the ratlis or rents paid by the latter ; the law of base 
vassalage • tlic law of lawful marriage, with various regulations relating to pioperty 
belonging to the wife, and the penalties for elopement, &c. ; and the Corns Bescua, with 
which the Senchus Mor ends. The remainder of the volume is occupied with - tracts on 
lnw . much interest as exemplifying the social condition of the country m the time when 
Z ^BreCi tw weinirforce P Llral of the subjects treated of wiU be found in detail 
£ ^tsT^sented to Parliament in 1859 and n 1864, by Mr. Cardwell, Pari. 
Pap No. 190, Sess. 2, and Sir Robert Peel, Pari. Pap. 192. 

About 360 pages, or 720 columns, have been copied, and nearly the same amount 

translated. , 

H. 3, 18. 

An octavo volume of 868 numbered pages, made up of various fragments of laws, 

and date from 1511 to 1565. The writing 
is in various hands, and the fragments appear to have belonged to various compilations. 
The text is in some places defective. The volume contains a tract on the seven distin- 
guished classes of a tribe or territory ; the law of loans ; the law of restoration , maxims 
?r rules of law in regard to responsibility for crime ; trespass by stragglers ; the inviola- 
bility of covenants ; twenty-seven things by which a person comes to be distinguished, 
the laws of co-tenancy ; on the stealing of horses ; on the lawful titles of distinction, on 
the distinctions of the men of learning ; on the qualifications, rights, and pnvdeges of an 
advocate ; of popular customs; of the relations of creditor and debtor; of evidence, 8sc 
of pledges and other securities ; of thefinanner of dividing the cattle and land of a deceased 
person among his family and tribe, and the chief or king as the case may be; of assemblies 
£ courts of law ; of illegal judgments ; of ecclesiastical judgments &c ..with various other 
matters of much interest, many of Avhich are set forth in detail m the letum foi 1864, 

hundred 1 and seventy pages have been copied, and about 500 translated ; the 
untranslated portion consists of glossaries of much value. 

H. 4, 22. pp. 1—88. 

A small quarto volume of 230 pages, and made up of fragments of several books ' The 
first 70 pages appear to be of the writing of the 16th century, the rest a century older. 1 
contains various interesting tracts and poems, together with fragments of ancient laws and 
valuable glosses. A few pages only have been translated. 

H. 5, 15. pp. 1—33. 

A fragment of a law book, well written on vellum, and consisting of 16 folio leaves, 
numbered from 20 to 35. From a memorandum at the bottom of the first column, front 
pao-e of folio 23, it appears to have been written for one Mac Egan, but where or when is 
not mentioned. The writing seems to be of the 15th century The book contains portions 
of ancient laws, with glosses in more modern language ; and treats, among other matters, 
of various customs now unknown, and of bargains and contracts generally. 1 here is much 
curious information as to the parties who could, and those who could not make valid 
contracts ; and the relations of co-tenants, as well as on other matters of considerable 
interest. 

Thirty-one pages have been copied and translated. 



II.— Manuscripts in British Museum. 



IIarleian 432, Fol. 1 — 21. 

The portion transcribed and translated, consists of 20 leaves large folio, in the writing 
apparently of the middle of the 16th century. It appears to have been transcribed at a 
place called Diaei t Labhrais, and mention is made of J ohn McClaney’s death, of which the 
transcriber had just heard. This John McClaney was probably the chief Brehon ol^the 
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Earl of Desmond, who died a.d. 1578. It contains a large fragment of the Senchus Mor, 
with a more copious and complete preface than any of the Dublin MSS. presents. From 
this copy the first volume of the Senchus Mor has been printed, with interpolations 
from H. 3, 17, &c., already described. 

Egerton 88, Fol. 1 — 7. 15 — 61 — 79 — 92. 

A small folio vellum MS. consisting of leaves each divided into two columns. The 
number of leaves is differently stated in the catalogue and the transcript : according to the 
catalogue, the number would be 54 leaves ; but the transcript, which is more accurate, 
indicates that there must be 74, probably 92 leaves. It appears to have been copied 
in 1567 for Donnell O’Davoran, who, according to the late Professor O’Curry, kept a law 
school at Burren, in the County Clare. It contains law tracts on various subjects, such 
as fines for wounding ; laws relating to cows and calves ; of settling a dispute by lot ; 
various maxims of law on several subjects ; of compensation for injuries ; of the rights and 
privileges of different ranks ; laws relating to theft ; of the qualification of witnesses ; of 
the relation of chief and vassals ; of the qualifications of the various chiefs according to the 
oldest forms of Irish law ; and sundry other matters, very interesting as throwing light on 
the social state of Ireland in ancient times. ( Vide 3d and 4th reports before referred to, 
p. 7, for some more of its contents). 

The portion of the manuscripts transcribed consists of 66 leaves, whereof 53 have been 
translated. The untranslated part contains glossaries. 

Egerton 90, fol. 7. 15. 

This is probably a fragment of Egerton 88, or of some other of O’Davoran’s books. 
It consists of eight leaves, and treats of fines for various injuries to different parts of the 
body; "of wounds inflicted on cattle by hounds; of the maiming of cows and horses; of 
geese’ and hens ; of fines for eating stolen goods ; how a member of a tribe _ becomes an 
exile, and how a stranger may become a member of a tribe ; of a minor and his privileges ; 
of the division of property between a chief and his subjects ;. of the eric for mortally 
wounding a king or a bishop ; with several other matters relating to the social state of 
the people under the Brehon laws. 

Thirty pages have been copied, and about 1 1 translated. 

Codex Clarendon, Yol. 15, fol. 5-7. 

Consists of six pages of transcript, which has also been translated, and contains the 
Cain Domhnaigh, an interesting tract on the law of Sunday, and some remarks on the 
different ranks of society and their honorprice. 

New A. 7, fol. 132—157. 

A small vellum duodecimo, containing the Epistles of Archbishops Lanfranc and 
Anselm, together with an Irish tract on Irish laws, transcribed in the year 1571, by one 
Mathew O’Luinin. The Irish portion consists cf 52 pages at the end, and treats of various 
matters of law, such as the Breatlia Neumheadh, or Judgment of the Neuneds, or chiefs ; 
the different ranks of chiefs ; of the Church and its duties ; what exalts or degrades it, or 
any of its members, with other ecclesiastical matters ; of fines for wounding or mutilating 
a kino- or chief; of the division of land; of the mode of settling disputes between the 
Church and the. laity ; of the qualifications of the different orders of poets ; of trespass 
by cattle ; of the classification of dire fines ; notes from the instructions of Moraun Mac 
Maen, to his son Neri, on points of judicature; essentials to the constitution of a Yuath 
or territory ; of fines for false satire ; of the relation of chief and vassals ; with sundry 
.anecdotes illustrative of legal matters. 

About 47 pages have been transcribed and translated. 



III. — Manuscripts in Bodleian Library, Oxford. 

Rawlinson 487, fol. 53 — 67. 

Contains an Irish law tract on the seven classes or kinds of things which are treated of 
in the Feineaclius ; it is often called the “ Septiads.” Of these classes of seven, there are 
enumerated about 40 : such as seven churches not entitled to diri fine ; seven persons in 
a territory who cannot contract lawful marriage ; seven drivings which do not incur fines ; 
seven houses for which, if burned, no diri fine can be obtained, &c. &c. ; seven chiefs who 
are not entitled to, honorprice ; seven women for whose children men do not pay half 
fosterage ; seven possessions which pay no tribute ; with various other sevens, all 
affording much information on the subject of the social condition of the country formerly. 
At the end of the Irish tract are given the Breatlia Comarthceasa, or judgments of 
co-tenancy. 

One hundred and sixty-eight pages have been transcribed and 31 translated. 

286. C Rawlinson 
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Rawlinson 502, fol. 62-63. 

Treats of the false judgments of Carathniadh Tescli, of the Dal-cuinu, Brehon to Conn 
of the Hundred Battles ; and a tract on the Paths of Judgment. Parts of two folios have 
been copied and translated. 



Rawlinson 505, fol. 305 — 512. 

Contains a very interesting tract, called the “ Cain Adamnain ,” or Law of Adamnan, 
which treats of the emancipation of women, and their exemption from going out to war 
excursions and hostings, &c. 

About eight leaves of the original have been copied and translated. 

Rawlinson 506, fol. 16 — 61. 

Contains short law tracts on various subjects, such as the fines for the escaping of 
hostages ; the law of fosterage (a curious tract) ; of the condition, &c. of free vassals ; of 
the relation of lord and vassals ; of articles of silver and gold given at interest ; of what 
the four lawful wives can lend ; of what the concubine can lend in the absence of the man ; 
of the first fruits to the Church ; of giving pledges, or going security for another ; of 
different sorts of fences ; regulations respecting the proclaiming of battle, and compen- 
sation to the owner of land where battle was fought ; rule for the division of land among 
a tribe, and forming the proper fences and boundaries ; notes from the laws or judgments 
of co-tenancy ; of the qualification for taking lawful possession of land ; of fines due in 
respect of different degrees of relationship; of school boys; of mutual friends ; of arson; 
of common informers or approvers ; of giving property to the Church, for the good of a 
man’s soul ; of fines for stealing or breaking reliquaries or shrines ; of giving security by 
a tribe; of the division of a mother’s land between her sons; together with sundry other 
laws relating to family relations, and illustrating generally the social state when the 
Brehon laws were in force. 

Forty-five folios have been copied and translated. 



IV. — MSS. in the Library op the Royal Irish Academy. 



35 — 5, pp. 1 — 52. 

A small parchment folio of 52 pages, which are fragments of different volumes, written 
it would appear in the 16th century. It contains laws and regulations on various sub- 
jects, such as, on the suing of a man in possession of stolen goods, and other regulations 
found also in H. 3, 17, before described; that the cause of a territory must be brought 
before the Brehon of that territory ; of the corroboration of evidence ; of the mutual 
rights and duties of chief and vassals ; of marriage and bastardy ; of fines for desecrating 
a hill of meeting or place of asylum ; of hounds and their keepers ; of fines on vassals for 
not protecting their chief ; of abduction, elopement, and seduction ; of the care of lunatics, 
with many other topics of considerable interest. 

Fifty-two pages have been transcribed, and all that is not a duplicate of other 
manuscripts has been translated. 

43—6 fol. 20—25. 

A folio volume, written on vellum, containing chiefly religious subjects. At the end 
are two small fragments of different law books, written apparently about the middle of the 
15th century, and treating of various legal matters,' such as the relations of lord and 
vassal ; verbal engagements ; on the division of land among the family ; on the qualifica- 
tions of a judge and an advocate : rules relating to the possession of land under various 
circumstances ; of satire and satirists ; of maintenance of a wounded man at the expense 
of him who inflicted the wound, and other rules respecting wounded persons ; of exiles 
and shipwrecked persons ; of herding in summer, &c. &c. 

Two folios have been transcribed, and the greater portion thereof translated. 

Book op Lecain, fol. 176. 

A small, folio volume, of over 600. pages, on vellum, compiled in 1416, by Gilla Tsa Mor 
Mac Firbis.. The portion transcribed and translated, consisting of one folio, contains 
several maxims or axioms of law ascribed to Luigui, the son of Eremon. 

Book op Ballymote, folio 181 — 187. 

This is a volume of about 500 pages, written on the largest vellum and compiled from 
earlier works in the year 1391. Its contents are miscellaneous. The r tracts in the 
portion partially prepared for publication are, a tract called the Senchus .... ?.g, in contra- 
distinction to the Senchus Mor, because it treats of the people of the artisar class chiefly, 
detailing the fines to be paid for the different classes, beginning with the lowest and going 

up 
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up to the highest, from hoseboy up to the physician Brehon and Ollamh. Then follow 
rules respecting the exchange of cattle ; of testimony ; of the beauty and blemishes of the 
face, and certain cosmetics ; of absconding to another territory ; of various kinds of tres- 
pass ; of seduction ; explanation of various important words, with numerous other subjects 
of very great interest to the student of antiquity. 

Eight folios have been transcribed and translated. 



// 



Y. — MSS. The Bingundian Library, Brussels. 

From a manuscript in this library, was transcribed the Cain Adanmain, or Law of 
Adamnan, on the emancipation of women, &c., with the exception of 3-^ pages at the end 
which, however, can be supplied from Rawlinson 505 before referred to. 

Since the 1st of January 1865, a volume of the Ancient Laws of Ireland has been pub- 
lished, being portion of the Senchus Mor, containing Part I. of the law of distress, and 
the remainder of the Senchus Mor, consisting of Part II. of the law of distress ; the law of 
hostages or sureties ; the law of fosterage ; the law of free and base vassalage ; the law 
of lawful marriage, and the Corus Bescua, which regulates contracts by word of mouth, 
has been prepared for press and partly printed. 

Charles Graves, D.D., 

Secretary to the Commissioners appointed to superintend the 
Publication of the Ancient Laws and Institutes of Ireland. 



Brehon Law Commission Office, 
25 April 1866. 
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